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LH 2 Lehrervortrag “A basic concept in biology: form follows function”
As you probably know, sensory cells respond to stimuli from the environment by producing nerve impulses. In so doing, they convert information about our environment (or ourselves for that matter) into the “language” of our brain.

The sensory cells of our ear translate information given as sound waves into nerve impulses. How do they do that?

A basic concept in biology is the correlation of form and function: A biological structure can fulfil a certain function only if it has a suitable form. Just imagine a mosquito had the sucking tube of a butterfly instead of its own one – it simply wouldn’t be able to pierce your skin and suck blood.

Therefore we have to understand the ear’s structure and composition to understand how our ear can convert sound waves into nerve impulses.
